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HONORING PEOPLE WHO IMPACT LIVES

— Tom Boland, President & CEO

“Did anyone order chicken?” “

The unusual question brought a

smile to my face as | repeated “Read inside how Gary Anderson
it to Kelly. Of course, we all kept our co-op on the cutting
knew the voice that yelled edge of technology.”

the question. It was Gary
Anderson. We didn’t even need
to recognize his voice as only

related question. After the briefest moment of

he would have yelled across confusion, he told the waiter that no one wanted
the restaurant, over the rest of white wine.

us as we sat down to dinner
before our annual board retreat.

i

Only those new members of our groups
remained confused as laughter broke out among
the rest of us. Our 2017 board planning session
was officially underway at Il Terrazzo in Victoria,
BC, and Gary started it as only he could.

Gary was the consummate gentleman representing

our group, taking over the ordering duties from others
who hesitated a moment too long. He ordered a bottle
of red wine for every table, and when the server asked
if we needed any white wine, he shouted his chicken- continued on next page
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Gary Anderson at the SFS Board Planning Session in January 2023,

Gary Anderson was hired as the controller at Skagit
Farmers Supply (SFS) in 1995. He took over the team
that generates the financials, and he learned IT along
the way. Like many people who are used to rolling

up their sleeves and getting things done, Gary was
reluctant to give up duties and also reluctant to give up
his job title. He did all the things that a CFO does, but
he will never refer to himself as one.

| started working with Gary nearly eight-and-a-half
years ago when | came to SFS, and | quickly learned
that Gary worked hard. | also learned that he is loud,
that he is a character, and that he makes up the firmest
part of the backbone of our cooperative.

Interim General Manager Kevin Sexton called him the
co-op historian. | think it must have been a competition
between Gary and AP Specialist Lynn Minerich to turn
on the lights in the office each morning. NOTE: At my
former job, Linda Speetzen was the only one who'd beat
me into the office each morning.

At SFS, | encountered a veritable traffic jam at 5:45 a.m.
as Gary and Lynn were already busy with their day. It
could be a bit of a grumpy traffic jam, as Gary is an early

bird, but not a morning person. That still puzzles me a bit.

As Gary looks forward to a long and well-deserved
retirement, | think it is his laughter and humor I'll miss
the most. I'll also miss his mad-libbed presentations.
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; office safety.
When your crashes, an air bag Is activai
#0Y0u won't bang your head in frustration.”

They were ad-libbed mostly and set to a frenetic
pace that only a few could follow. I'm not sure I've
met those few.

Gary can authorize a bank transfer, fix an error-filled
credit card file, and make a cup of coffee all while
yelling at someone on the phone. It is entertainingly
magical and cringy at the same time.

| believe Gary inspired more comedic office odes
than anyone, except Manager Jeff Walker and his
hard-to-believe tales of old. Gary leaves us in good
shape, but we're all afraid the office will be much too
quiet without him to keep us on our toes. Good luck
to both you and Kathy!

Kelly and | also had a transition this fall as our oldest
daughter is off to college. We were both hoping she'd
stay a bit closer to home, yet she's off to my alma
mater in St. Paul, MN. The University of St. Thomas
has a strong engineering program and made her an
offer she didn't refuse.

Our home isn't the same without her smiling face
and determined attitude. It can be hard to watch
your kids grow up or to witness impactful employees
retire. Yet, we can appreciate what they've done, and
what they will continue to do. Life is full of blessings
if you look for them.









Gary, with Energy Manager Bill Markus and Retail Manager Brad Ludwig, at
a retirement party in 2019, Together, these three contributed over 100 years
of service to the co-op.

Because Gary knew both the IT side and the accounting side,

he was able to build systems that benefited the company and
streamlined processes. Gary knew what information an accountant
would need to see in regard to financials or patronage records, and
he could create IT systems that would provide that data.

Over his time at SFS, many came to know Gary as the backbone of
the company--someone who would show up whenever needed to
ensure the job got done, from installing a new computer system to
changing an ink cartridge.

"He was a real selfless worker," said Brad Ludwig, who worked with
Gary for about 25 years. “"He was such a hard worker. He'd be up

in the middle of the night to drive to Freeland or wherever to make
sure the job got done.”

Gary's selfless attitude was apparent outside of work as well. He is
an active member in the Kiwanis Club of Burlington-Edison, having
served as club president and been honored as Kiwanian of the Year.
A fellow Kiwanian recently commented that it would take three
people to replace all that Gary did for the service organization.

Gary and his wife, Kathy, have a daughter, Brandy, and a son-in-
law, Raul, in El Paso, TX. They have a son, Eric, and a daughter-
in-law, Shannon, in Mount Vernon. After leaving SFS, Gary and
Kathy plan to move to Texas to spend more time with their first
grandchild--a grandson named Luca. Gary also plans to cheer on
his new home baseball team, the El Paso Chihuahuas.

Gary, pictured here in 2019, prepares to mail
over $1.8 million in stock retirement checks.

Gary (center) pictured with the co-op’s
administrative staff at SFS’s main office in
2002. Through 2006, the main office was
located on the property of the Burlington
Country Store,
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In July, members and employees alike gathered for one
of Skagit Farmers Supply's staple events - the annual
Customer Appreciation BBQ. More than 700 guests and
their families attended the event to enjoy great food, live
music, and lots of fun.

This year, SFS moved the event to the Burlington
Agronomy Plant on Avon Allen Road, from its past
location at the Conway plant. The new location was
a big hit, leading to one of the most well-attended
Appreciation BBQs in the past decade.

"After years of suggesting a change in venue, it was

a pleasure to finally host the BBQ at Ag North," said
Coby Beath, who works at the Burlington location in
wholesale sales and distribution. “It's rewarding to see
our members, employees and their families come to Ag
North and enjoy the larger space, music, food and social
gathering. It's truly a pleasure to be able to host the
BBQ this year and, hopefully, for many years to come.’

SFS employees cooked salmon fillets, steaks, oysters,
hot dogs and beans, and local bakers created several
beautiful cakes, including one shaped like a TerraGator
and another honoring crops grown in Skagit County.
“The employees did an incredible job helping make this
event run smoothly,’ said Kris Black, SFS's agronomy
administrative manager, who spearheaded the event's
organization. "Everyone had such a great time cooking,
visiting with our customers, and enjoying a beautiful
summer day at Ag North."
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- isic, laughter, and a lot of good food!
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In addition to great food, guests could also enjoy live
music, an on-site caricature artist, face painting, cotton
candy, a self-serve frozen yogurt and topping bar from
Toppin's Frozen Yogurt, yard games and more.

“Local bakers created beautiful cakes,
including one shaped like a TerraGator."

Retiring CFO Gary Anderson seasons the steak.
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SO MUCH MORE!

— Brianna Hackler, Graphic & Multimedia Specialist

On a bright, sunny July morning, Brent Nielsen and his daughter, Annabelle, pull into their sweet corn field.
That field is located in the heart of Woodinville, WA, but the farm is peaceful and quiet. Rows of corn, already
more than three feet tall, reach for the sky.
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In 2022, IB Instant Lawn in Woodinville opened the
Lavender and Flower Farm, which hosts seven acres of
lavender and three acres of additional flowers, including
dahlias, snap dragons, roses and wildflowers. Customers
can visit the retail shop, take photos in the flower fields
or build their own bouquets.

“I love how fast everything changes,” Annabelle says as
she pulls out her phone and snaps photos of the growing
corn. "It seems like every day there's something new.”

Annabelle refers to the growing corn, but her statement
also applies to how quickly their operation, JB Instant
Lawn and Nursery, has evolved in recent years.

JB Instant Lawn opened its sod and wholesale nursery
in Woodinville in the 1970s; the Nielsens took over
management seven years ago. In the past two years, the
operation has expanded to include JB Family Growers,
the agrotourism side of the operation, which now houses
The Pumpkin Farm, the Puzzle Patch, The Lavender
Farm and Flower Market.

“The first year, the corn maze and sunflower walk was
really successful, so we're trying to expand on that,’
Brent comments.

King County purchased the development rights for
the farm to preserve agricultural lands. These rights

"Originally a sod and wholesale nursery,
JB Lawn invites the public on-site to learn
more about agriculture.”

mandated that 310 acres of land in the heart of
Woodinville must be used for agricultural purposes. The
company that farms on the land, JB Instant Lawn and
Nursery, is based in Oregon, with sod and wholesale
nursery locations throughout the Pacific Northwest.

The Nielsen family was no stranger to farming
operations before taking over the Woodinville location.
Brent started growing sod in Utah as a side job in 1987.
By the early 1990s, he was managing major farms in
Southern Idaho and growing about 600 acres of sod.
He later worked for farms in Ohio before heading to the
Pacific Northwest. His daughter, Annabelle, has also
always been part of the farming operations.

CO-OP CONNECTION | 9






Last year, JB Instant Lawn added a corn maze and pumpkin patch to the existing sod and wholesale nursery location in
Woodinville, WA.

The shift toward a more public-facing farm has been
difficult but worth the effort, according to Annabelle.

“It's been a transition for sure,’ she states, "but it's
been really fun to feel like part of the community,
rather than a seller to people in the business.”

“Locals know the name JB and they say ‘oh, you've
been here for years, but they don't know who JB is,’
says Annabell. “I'm JB," she laughs.

The Woodinville Chamber of Commerce has been

a big supporter of the farm and has helped the
Nielsens connect with people in the area. The
family is excited for the opportunity to bring farming
and agriculture to the forefront of the community.
Because the farm is located right in town, it's easy
for people to access, allowing them to learn about
and connect to agriculture in a new way.

“A lot of people tell us 'you've done such an
amazing thing for the valley’ and ‘'look what you've
done;’ says Annabelle. She admits, “It's really cool
to feel that appreciation.”

In addition to allowing individuals to walk through the
sunflowers and corn maze, pick pumpkins and enjoy the
lavender, JB Family Growers also hosts company retreats,
birthday parties and other group gatherings. This is one
more way, says Annabell, that the farm can connect with
a new demographic.

“It's a very different environment from what they're used
to," she concludes.

In the future, the Nielsens hope to add more community
events to the agrotourism side of the farm—like painting

classes in the flowers or yoga in the lavender.

For more information, or to buy tickets to the farm, visit
www.jbfamilygrowers.com
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The 2023 growing season is coming to an end. In my 10 years with the agronomy department, | have
Our Skagit Farmers Supply (SFS) agronomy never seen a planting season without at least one
department had another strong year. day of slowing due to weather. I'm proud of our team.
We expanded our normal operating hours to ensure
When spring approached, we were unsure of what our members had the products needed to grow their

mother nature was going to throw our way. We crops. With a wet spring in 2022, most farmers were
all experienced the late rainfalls of 2022, which eager to get everything planted in 2023 for fear that
delayed planting by over a month. This year, it the rains would return and delay their seasons.
seemed everyone was pleased to see a dry May.
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SKAGIT
Farmers Supply

1833 PARK LANE * PO BOX 266
BURLINGTON, WA 98233-0266

360.757.6053 » 888.757.6053
WWW.SKAGITFARMERS.COM

OV
MISSION STATEMENT

To preserve and enhance viability
of the local agriculture economy
through cooperative profitability.

DIRECTORY

MAIN OFFICE-BURLINGTON
360.757.6053

AFCO DISTRIBUTION &
MILLING
800.538.8700

AGRONOMY-CONWAY
360.445.5015

AGRONOMY-LYNDEN
360.755.3615

OV
VISION STATEMENT

To be the premier cooperative in
the Pacific Northwest by being:

» The producers' first choice
» The consumers' first choice
» The employees' first choice

AGRONOMY-BURLINGTON
360.757.7870

ENERGY-MAIN OFFICE
360.757.6053

PETROLEUM & PROPANE
DELIVERY
360.757.6053 // 888.757.6053

EMERGENCY
360.209.0310

Ns

CORE VALUES

Customer Commitment
People
Integrity
Performance
Quality
Safety
Community

COUNTRY STORES

Burlington.......cciinns 360.757.4055
Colville.....corrnneineinenens 509.684.2232
Freeland.........nininnnn, 360.331.1970
MountVernon.........uu. 360.424.4207
Oak Harbor ... 360.675.2277
Oroville ... 509.560.7088
Sedro Woolley ........ ..360.856.6567
Spokane Central............... 509.534.1412
Stanwood ... 360.629.7033

Stevensville (MT)....ccouv 406.777.5527
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